
To: Academic Affairs Division

From: Dr. Deidre D. Price, Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs/College
Provost

Subject: Academic Affairs Spring Semester Updates

Date: January 8, 2026

Welcome back, and Happy New Year! I hope you all enjoyed a happy and healthy winter break
with time to reflect, relax and feel rejuvenated for an exciting spring semester ahead.

We look forward to welcoming back faculty on Tuesday, January 20, 2026, with workshops and
information sessions. Please find the draft schedule of sessions attached to this message. This
semester, we will hold an Academic Affairs Spring Division meeting on Wednesday,
January 21, 2026, on the Rockville Campus, in the Parilla Arts Center beginning at 9:00
a.m.  Please come early and enjoy a light breakfast, then join us as we share updates from the
Academic Master Plan and Strategic Plan work underway this year. We will transition from this
kickoff meeting into active engagement with our teams in program mapping activities designed
to move forward several collegewide initiatives.

9:00 - 11:00 a.m. / Division Meeting / PAC, RV

11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. / Dean Meetings ….

                                              1:30 - 3:30 p.m. / Discipline Meetings        

The locations of the dean and discipline meetings are under development. Professional week
workshops and other learning opportunities are being scheduled. I encourage you to look at the
offerings and save-the-dates until registration opens.

In addition, I ask you to welcome Ginger Robinson as the Dean of Education and Social
Sciences and Jennifer Haydel as Dean of Humanities.  Both have served these disciplines in
interim dean roles over the past year and have been appointed permanently as of December 20,
2025. I am excited by the work they, and their fellow deans, have started with the
implementation of the Academic Master Plan that engages with students from the moment they
register to their lives after graduating from MC. MC is proud to have such dedicated academic
leadership.

I encourage you all to participate in the workshops and information sessions that will be
available the week of January 20-23, and I look forward to seeing you at our spring division
meeting on January 21 at 9:00 a.m.
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PREVIEW:  Spring Meetings and Learning Opportunities for January 20-23, 2026 


Tuesday, January 20, 2026 


 


Wednesday, January 21, 2026 


9:00-11:00 a.m.  Division Meeting, RV, PAC 
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Dean Meetings (Locations tbd) 
1:30-3:30 p.m.  Discipline Meetings (Locations tbd) 
  


Timeslot Rockville Germantown Takoma 
Park/Silver Spring 


Virtual 


3:45-4:45 p.m. Navigating 
Difficult Dialogues 
in the Classroom 


  Navigating 
Difficult Dialogues 
in the Classroom 


6:00-7:30 p.m.    Open Lab:  
Blackboard 
Accessibility 


 


Timeslot Rockville Germantown Takoma Park/  
Silver Spring 


Virtual 


9:00-10:30 
a.m. 


How to Use Online 
Proctoring: Intro to 
Honorlock 


Prompt Crafting AI 
Bootcamp 


Accessibility 101: 
CLEAR Framework 


 


10:30-11:30 
a.m. 


Blackboard Ultra 
Data Analytics 


Blackboard Ultra 
Data Analytics 


Blackboard Ultra 
Data Analytics 


 


11:30 a.m. – 
1:00 p.m. 


Prompt Crafting AI 
Bootcamp 


Accessibility 101: 
CLEAR Framework 


How to Use Online 
Proctoring: Intro to 
Honorlock 


 


1:30-2:30 p.m.    Exciting 
Developments in 
Our Honors 
College 


1:30-3:00 p.m. Open Lab:  
Blackboard Course 
Management and 
Accessibility  


Open Lab:  
Blackboard Course 
Management and 
Accessibility 


Open Lab:  
Blackboard Course 
Management and 
Accessibility 


 


2:30-4:00 p.m. Accessibility 101: 
CLEAR Framework 


How to Use Online 
Proctoring: Intro to 
Honorlock 


Prompt Crafting AI 
Bootcamp 


 


4:00-5:00 p.m.    AI + UDL: 
Creating 
Adaptive Course 
Materials 


6:00-7:30 p.m.    Open Lab: 
Starfish Drop-in 
Support and 
Collaboration 







PREVIEW:  Spring Meetings and Learning Opportunities for January 20-23, 2026 


Thursday, January 22, 2026 (Note: 10:00-11:30 a.m. AAUP Union Meeting – virtual) 


 


Friday, January 23, 2026 (Note:  All offerings are virtual) 


Timeslot Learning Opportunity 
9:00-10:00 a.m. Demystifying Ad Astra Scheduling 
10:00-11:00 a.m. MC CARES Network: The Evolution of Holistic Advising 
11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Open Lab: Starfish 


Open Lab:  Blackboard Ally 
1:00-2:00 p.m. Emotional Intelligence for Teaching Presence 
2:15-3:15 p.m. Empowering Neurodiverse Learners 


 


 


 


 


Timeslot Rockville Germantown Takoma Park/ 
Silver Spring 


Virtual 


9:00-9:30 a.m.    New College 
Application Process 


12:30– 1:30 
p.m. 


   Digital Equity in 
Distance Education 
 
Using Credit for Prior 
Learning to Improve 
Completion 


1:00-2:00 p.m.    Exciting Developments 
in Our Honors College 


2:00-3:00 p.m. Design Thinking 
Activities That 
Inspire Curiosity 
 
Demystifying Ad 
Astra Scheduling 
(hands-on for chairs, 
coordinators and dean) 


Design Thinking 
Activities That 
Inspire Curiosity 
 


Design Thinking 
Activities That 
Inspire Curiosity 
 


 


3:00-4:00 p.m. Service Learning for 
Any Discipline 


Service Learning 
for Any Discipline 


Service Learning 
for Any Discipline 


 


4:00-5:30 p.m.    Open Lab:  Blackboard 
Ally 


6:00-7:30 p.m.    Prompt Crafting AI 
Bootcamp 







 


